
 
 

Manor Primary School 
Design & Technology - Progression of Knowledge & Skills Overview 

 

Progression of Skills AK 
16-26 months 

BN 
22-36 months 

AN 
30-50 months 

BR 
40-60 months 

AR 
Early Learning Goal 

AR+ 
Exceeding 

Exploring & 
Using Media & 
Materials 

Exploring and experimenting 
with a range of media 
through sensory exploration, 
and using whole body. 
 

 Beginning to be interested in 
and describe the texture of 
things. 
Using a variety of 
construction materials. 
Beginning to construct, 
stacking blocks vertically and 
horizontally, making enclosures 
and creating spaces. 
Joining construction pieces 
together to build and balance. 
Understanding that tools can 
be used for a purpose. 

Experimenting to create 
different textures. 
Understanding that different 
media can be combined to 
create new effects. 
Manipulating materials to 
achieve a planned effect. 
Constructing with a purpose in 
mind, using a variety of 
resources. 
Using simple tools and 
techniques competently and 
appropriately. 
Selecting appropriate resources 
and adapts work where 
necessary. 
Selecting tools and techniques 
needed to shape, assemble and 
join materials they are using 

Safely using and exploring a 
variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form 
and function. 
 

Developing my own ideas 
through selecting and using 
materials and working on 
processes that interest them. 
Through explorations, finding 
out and making decisions 
about how media and 
materials can be combined 
and changed. 
 

 

 

 

Design Make Evaluate Technical Knowledge Cooking & Nutrition 

Begin to use the language of 
designing and making, e.g. join, 
build and shape.  

To learn to construct with a purpose in 
mind.  

Begin to talk about changes made during 
the making process, e.g. making a decision 
to use a different joining method. 

To learn how to use a range of tools, e.g. 
scissors, hole punch, stapler, rolling pins, 
pastry cutters.  

To begin to understand some of the 
tools, techniques and processes 
involved in food preparation.  

Learning about planning and 
adapting initial ideas to make 
them better. 

Selects tools and techniques needed to 
shape, assemble and join materials 

 Learn how everyday objects work by 
dismantling things. 

Children have basic hygiene 
awareness. 


